
M: USPTO 
^g^^r: John Paul Maye "Inventor' 



Feb. 28, 2007 



Re: Prior Art Infornnation Enclosed for Patent Application No. 09/520,004 



Dear Sir or Madann: 

Enclosed are 4 pages out of a book titled "Alcohol Distiller^s Handbook" 
copyright 1980. This text was originally published in 1943 by the Educational 
Division of Joseph E. Seagrann, Inc. as a training nnanual for ennployees at their 
spirit plants. On page 57 of this text it mentions that hop extract is connnnonly 
added to nnash (unfiltered wort) and yeast nnash to inhibit the growth of 
nnicroorganisnns. 

By 1980, anyone skilled in the art of spirit fernnentation is aware that the 
nnicroorganisnns comnnonly found in distillery nnashes are lactic acid producing 
microorganisms. In addition, anyone skilled in the art of hops is aware that it is 
the hop acids (alpha acids (humulone) and beta acids (lupulone) and 
isomerized hop acids (isoalpha acids) that are responsible of the antimicrobial 
property of hops/hop extract. 



Sincerely, 




John Paul Maye 
1 1561 Hotly Briar Lane 
Great Falls, VA 22066 
703-433-9797 
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